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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN BLAKEY, OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

" IMPROVEMENT IN SLIDING SEATS FOR ROW-BOATS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 849,918, dated April 21,1874 ; application filed
. . April 3, 1874,

T'o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JOHN BLAKRY, of
Cambridge, in the State of Massachusetts, have
invented an Improvement in Sliding Seats for
Row-Boats, of which the following is. a speci-

. fieation:

My improvement relates to the invention
shown and described in the patent of Walter
Brown, dated September 20, 1870; and con-
sists in contrivances for lessening friction and
keeping the clothes of the rower free from oil.

In the drawings, Iligure 1 is a plan of a slid-
ing seat constructed with my improvements.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of Fig.1.. Fig.
3 is a transverse section of Fig. 1.

A is the seat, which should be shaped to
fit the person ot the rower. It is mounted on
standards @ @, which are placed in long boxes
B B, firmly secured to the floor or ribs of the
boat. In the boxes B B are ways b b, which
consist of glass tubes or rods; and in each of
the standards a « are let in pieces of babbitt-
metal ¢ ¢, in contaet with the glass, as shown,
This combination of glass and babbitt-metal
is an essential part of my invention, for, as the
seat slides backward and forward, the fric-
tion between the glass and the b‘Lbbltt metal
is remarkably httle Moreover, neither the
glass nor the babbitt-metal is injured by the
action of water, with which they are liable to
come in contact. The boxes B'B have ledges
d d, which prevent the seat from jumping from
the ways; and this manner of constructing
the boxes and ways saves the rower’s clothes
from being spoiled by the oil used to grease
the ways. In each of the standards @ « is an
oil-cup, constructed and.operated as follows:

A recess or cavity, m, is made in the standard,
to hold oil poured in through the tube », whicl-
is closed with a stopper. In the bottom of
the recess is an outlet, with a valve worked
by a spring and a bent rod, o, as shown,
‘When the seat A is brought forward so that
the bent rod o strikes the front end of the box
B, the valve is ogened, the opening in the
thlve slide passing across the outlet in the
valve-seat. There is a recess in the standard,
into which the Dbent rod is driven, that the
valve may not remain open while the rod is
pressed against the forward end of the box by
the position of the seat A, when the ‘rower is
ready for the start in a boat-race. When the
seat is moved back by the motion of rowing,
the spring drives the valve-slide to its original
position. The valve is thus opened twice at
every stroke. The seat and boxes are fur-
nished with rubber springs s s, to lessen the
shock and store up power, as shown.

I make no claim for a sliding seat in a row-
boat, that having been patented to Walter
Brown, as aforesaid ; but

I do claim—

1. The combination of the glass rods b and

-babbitt-metal supports ¢ ¢, to lessen the fric-

tion of a sliding seat in a row-boat, and to
prevent the corrosion of the w 01L1110 parts,
substantially as described. '
2. The combination of an oil-cup with a slid-
ing seat and ways in a row boat, substantially
as described.
JOHN BLAKEY.
Witnesses:
WiILLIAM W. SWAN,
PAvsoN E. TUCKER.



